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 International Detention Coalition, www.idcoalition.org 
 Migration Policy Institute, www.migrationpolicy.org 
 American Immigration Council, www.immigrationpolicy.org 
 Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc., www.cliniclegal.org 
 Human Rights First, www.humanrightsfirst.org 

 
Gun Safety 

In our 2017 report to the General Synod, the Commission on Christian Action determined to 
study the issue of gun violence in collaboration with the Commissions on Theology, Unity, and 
Race and Ethnicity and the Commission for Women and issue a report at General Synod 2019. 
However, in light of the bloodiest Valentine’s Day in the modern history of the United States, the 
commission would be remiss if it did not speak to the horrific and senseless killing of 17 
innocent young people in a Florida high school. It is urgent that the church act now! It has been 
41 years since the Reformed Church in America spoke in favor of gun control and adopted three 
resolutions; these can be found on the RCA website (www.rca.org/guncontrol). The church 
cannot and must not rest on its laurels of the past when children, youth, young adults, men, and 
women are daily losing their lives to gun violence. Seventeen young, vibrant, promising lives 
were snuffed out on Valentine’s Day, and the Reformed Church in America has been essentially 
silent. Our youth deserve the church to stand up for them, to stand with them, to speak out 
against evil that will harm them, and speak for laws that will keep them safe. If the youth of 
North America cannot turn to the church for safety, where can they turn? 
  
As of March 14, 2018, data from the Gun Violence Archive reveals that the United States has 
experienced astonishing levels of gun violence this year: 
 
  Total gun violence incidents  10,804 
  Total deaths by guns   2,839 
  Total injuries by guns   4,836 
  Children killed age 0-11  127 
  Teens killed age 12-17  543 
  Killed in mass shootings  46 
  Officers shot/killed   58 
  Suspects killed by police  467 
  Suicides by gun   8,514 
  Death by accident, ages 0-11  13 
  Death by accident, ages 12-17 16 
 
According to the Gun Violence Archive, gun incidents have shown a progressive increase every 
year. That being the case, the U.S. can expect to outpace the 61,536 gun incidents of 2017.  
 
Statistics can make our eyes glaze over, but understanding the pain involved for each of these 
families can only lead us to grieve like Rachel,  
 

A voice is heard in Ramah,  
lamentation and bitter weeping.  
Rachel is weeping for her children;  
she refuses to be comforted for her children,  
because they are no more (Jeremiah 31:15). 
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While the CCA will work in collaboration with our fellow commissions to offer specific and 
targeted recommendations for General Synod 2019, we urge the church today to walk along 
with our youth, to hear their voices, and to support their work. The young people of the U.S. 
have started a movement for righteousness and justice. The Reformed Church in America must 
listen to the prophetic voices of the young and act on behalf of our children and all North 
Americans. The church must no longer point to the past statements it has made about gun 
control. Now is the time for this denomination to act—to act with courage, to act boldly, to act 
justly, and to act as Jesus would act.  
 

CA 18-5 
To direct the general secretary to write a letter to the president of 
the United States strongly supporting gun safety; and further, 
 
To urge local churches to contact their politicians to advocate for 
gun safety. 

 
Resources 

 Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence, faithsunited.org 
 Bautistas por la Paz resources on gun violence, www.bpfna.org/about-

us/news/2017/11/07/resources-on-gun-violence.2863175 
 PC(USA) gun violence policies, studies, and resources, 

www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/gun-violence-resources 
 “Gun Violence, Gospel Values: Mobilizing in Response to God’s Call,” 

www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/acswp/pdf/gun-violence-policy.pdf 
 American Public Health Association, “Gun Violence,” www.apha.org/topics-and-

issues/gun-violence 
 The Coalition to Stop Gun Violence, www.csgv.org 
 Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, www.bradycampaign.org 
 Giffords Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence, www.lcav.org 
 Violence Policy Center, www.vpc.org 
 Gun Violence Archive, www.gunviolencearchive.org 

 
Civil Discourse 

The commission has been deeply disturbed by the malicious national discourse that has come 
forth in our society and among our leaders. As Christians, we are taught to “Let your speech 
always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer 
everyone” (Colossians 4:6). We seek to live out our call and commission to be in the world as 
ambassadors for Christ, and we realize the importance and power of our words as individuals 
and as a body. Throughout Scripture, God speaks to us of the value of our words, and we hear 
the call to words of grace and truth. 
 

 Jesus was Word made flesh; he came with grace and truth. 
 Proverbs 12:18 teaches, “Rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise 

brings healing.”  
 James 1:19-20 reminds us, “… let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to 

anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness.” Ephesians 4:25 and 29 
and Colossians 4:6 give similar reminders about our speech. 

 




